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The Lake of Como.

it of Paradise fallen from Heaven upon earth®,
so, in the figurative language of the south, the
Italiang call the landseape of the North Italian
lakes. We are able to comprehend the fas-

> 5 ecinating pictures and enthusiastic verses poetry

',‘1,, devotes to these lakes, w hen we, cool-blooded

b Northeners as we are descend from the pine-
) 1 ~ wooded Alpine valleys: when we greet, in Lo

c¢arno or Lugano, the conntry of ever blooming
vegetation, of dark-eyed women, costly wines, and glide
along these lovely blue lakes. Journeying in the neigh-
hourhood of these Italian lakes, way be compared to a
delightful ramble that fills the mind with the most noble
fmpressions, On the banks are meat villages and also
high on the mountain-slopes, where they hang on like
wartin-hoxes: churches and chapels here refleeted in the
water, and there standing among distant villas and gar
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4 The Ttalian Lakes

dens in incessant variation. Silvery olive-woods and
chestnut-groves rival in picturesqgue beanty the oak-forests
of Germany, laurels and agaves grow among the rocks,
cameliag and magnolias in the gardens, and there is above
all that .intense light®, as Dante expresses it, which
characterizes the sky of his country. Thus the fertile
country lies facinatingly hefore vou and strolling from
place to place. you are puzzled which of the three lakes
to give the preference to. The ,Lac majeurt is adorned
by the islands: Isola madre, Isola bella and Isola dei
peseatori. The lake of Lugano equals the lake of Lucerne,
and is favoured with all possible charms of nature. The
lake of Como, skirted with pretty villas and villages along
the shores, excels all similar lakes. In the course of
time those tonrists who wander with ravished eye and
enthusiasm through the landscapes of the North Italian
lakes, summer after summer, have felt the desire to choose
favourite stopping places, whose fame for beanty they
have thonght fit to enlarge upon. If vou ask the gnides
or the travellers themselves, where the principal ¢harm
of the three lakes lies, you will always get the same
answer: L Bellagio™  An Italian poet gives his feelings
atterance in the following verses:

Spread ont as on a stage arrayed

Wao see towns, trees, air, light and ) ade

Like work by old magieian made.

Indeed as if by magic, Bellagio is sitnated at the
atmost corner of this eharming piece of earth. hetween
the two parts of the lake of Como and in front of the
three partitions of the lake, It is renowned since the
time, when Pliny the younger was the owner of that
pretty villa called JTragedia® on the bilacus®, During
all these centuries, Bellagio has been praised for its beauty
and loveliness, and now-a-days it is the famous gathering-
place of international tourists.

Bellagio.

From Lugano to Bellagio.

A ost travellers bound for the pretty town of Bellagio, arrive from
\[ the North by the St-Gotthard reailway, and greet at Lugano the
4 South for the first time This town with its true Italian eharacter,
the round summit of the San Salvatore, the double peak of Monte
Camoghés and the silvery river Ceresio, impress upon your mind the
[den that you would prefer the slower stemmboat to the quick train, in
arder to be able to enjoy & thorough view of the surrounding landseape.

As soon as the steambont leaves the pretty quay, above which the
town §# built in terraces, and is gliding along on the blue water, you
poreeive on your left the renowned villa Ciano with its splendid park,
whose overhanging trees almost toneh its cooling waves. Then among
verdant terraces of the Monte Bré lies buried the picturesque hamlet of
Castagnola whero one villa geems tao rise above another, while on the
apposite shore at the base of the wooded slopes of the Monte Gieneroso
the vinegrottos and hotels of Caprino become visible. Now there opens
up the basin of Lugano, and we enter the mountain enclosure of
Porlezza, veminding us of the lake of Uri. It Is very stranga to se0 0
town bullt on rocky terraces, on the left shore our eye is attracted by
e white honses of Gandria, in whose roeky foundations wild aloes grow.

The Swiss-Italian frontier crosses the iake at the romantic village of
Oeln. We have now arrived within the political domains of Italy. The
custom-house officers get into onr boat and are searching for cigars, but
thiv cannot distiurh our enjoying the heauntiful scenery. One can smoke
vory good elgars in Italy, though they are more expensivi. Passing
wlong, we notice the yvalley of Valsolda, the village Castello appears like
# enstle on a hill and then we sce the pretty villago San Mamette. The
stonm-bont crosses the Iake and lands at Osteno from whenee good
walkers ecan reach in about four hours the top of Mount Genoroso,
famoun for its delightful view, Now we arrive an hour after our
doparture from Lugano at Porlozza, at the east end of the lake of Lugano.




G From Lugano to Bellagio.

this we may take the narrow gauge-railway (p. 20) which
connoeets Porlezza with Menaggio, the lake of Lugano with that of Come,
Sometimes ridiy through fdyllic, sometimes throngh wild ecountry and
along the placid luke of Piano, the pretty ears soon bring ns up to the
height of Grandoln (p, 290, which separates these two lakes, And then
wa pass the romantic valley of the Senegra-hrook and down to the lake
mmong wonntaing, villages and villas. This sudden and promising view
is certainly one of the most agreeable surprises in travelling about the
Italian lakes, and above all, Bellagio is the gem in this lovely pictus
which extends from the Alps of Valtellino to Leceo. This bewitehing
bit of earth enchains and fascinates our mind and thoughts

We stop first at pretty Menaggio, the market town and prineipal
place of Tremazzina (p. 28, 20), called the garden of Lombardy, but the
ervstal wirror of the lake, being here at its greatest width, separates us
still from our beauntiful stopping place. Buot here is the steam-boat
erossing it, and we start at ouce for the Punta di Bellagio, the pearl of
the pretty Brianza, This trip will no donbt leave upon your mind » lasting
impression, and you will often recall that charming scenery in later
vears. Espeecially in April and May, when all the trees at Bellagio are
in full bloom, their sweet odour fills the air, and at a distance the tints
and hues of the whole landscape grow deeper and bluer.

Bellagio may be compared to a dismond, and the lake of Comao the
magnificent setting, and as we know that the value of & precious jewel
inereases by its oxquisite setting, so the lake enhances the brilliancy
incomparable agio, It may therefore be justifinble to say

words respeeting the lake so pictaresquely surrounding this interesting
place Bellagio.

Lake Como.

FIhe lake of Como is considered the most brilliant in

colours and since Virgil has glorified it in |I‘lh‘. work
The Georgies®, the Italian poets have never failed to
vive vent to their feelings in composing a great many
stanzas on its beauty. The heroes of Manzoni's Promessi
aposi have lived on its shores and are immortalised ‘\\'nh
the poet. The lake of Lugano and the ,Lac majeur®
have been ealled, besides their common denomination, in
poetry Ceresio and Verbano, thus the Italians speak of
the lake of Como as the Lario after Virgil's Lacus Larius.
The lake at Bellagio divides into two sonthern branches,
and lies 213 meters above the sea. From its north end
4 far as Como it measures 48 kilometers, 1 kilometer
12509 Eng., in length. The width varies from 1—4 kilo-
meters. and its area is 154 kilometers square 1 km*
950 acres. Switzerland and Italy share the Lac majenr
and the lake of Lugano, but the lake of Como helongs
cntirely to Italy. The principal rivers flowing into it, are
e Adda and the Mera. but the latter leaves the lake
weain near Lecco. The lake of Como has the largest
Dundanee of fish of the Italian lakes and besides 20
different kinds of fish, the trout and a small but fine fish
called in Italian .. Agoni® are prevalent, The eclimate is
extremely mild and the temperature is not above 909
Fahrenheit, and seldom gets lower than 379 F.

The lake of Como is mueh frequented, particularly
the seetion between Como and Bellagio: the impetuous
lnke of Leceo not so much, as it is less preferred by




] The Lake of Como.

tourists, Ten elegant steam-boats and fonr hundred fred
and pleasureboats carry on the extensive traffic. whie
has greatly increased since the opening of the St-Gottha
railway.  Silk-growing and silk-weaving prosper in the
villages round the lake. The politeness of the natives
ruml'v‘r.:x business with them very pleasant,

_The lake ofComo is superior in beauty of scenery anl
picturesqueness to the Lae majenr and the lake of Lugano
but the greatest charm is added by the numerous \'illnl.
which surround the country between Bellagio und Como
Many families from Milan and large farmers from l,mnlmrcls;
hesides many other rich people from all parts of the earth
have built houses there. These villas adorned with (e\'ur)"
possible luxury, are disinguished by their architeetural
l-t-:nn.\. blooming gardens and big parks. But all the pretiy
villages and pleasant little towns with their nice churches
and_chapels which embellish the shores and hills, bear
testimony to the prosperity of the people. The monntaing
with their precipices and eataracts and chestnut-woods
make the picture still more attractive. The rich southern
vegetation, protected by the Alps and the surrounding
monntaing, thrives here as abundantly and luxuriously, as
it does only at Rome and Naples, but not on the Lome
bardian plain ’

All this charm of southern beanty, loveliness and
poetry for which the lake of Como is  eredited, is
concentrated in this eldorado of Bellagio. :

Villa Serbelloni.

Bellagio.

Ve large village with 3500 inhabitants ot pure Italian
type is charmingly situated ascending in terraces
from the strand towards the promontory and is overlooked
by a portly steeple. Bellagio is the rendez-vous of all
(ravellers who pass from Italy of the north, and  viee-
verst. Closely connected with the fame of Bellagio is
the splendid hotel ,,Grand Hotel Bellagio®, well known
to all travellers to Italy, Bellagio together with the
apposite shore of Cadenabbia, to the peninsula of Balbia-
pello (p. 270 is the finest part of Lake Como. The
winged building is visible from afar to the passenger on
(e steamer. It is an unalloyed pleasure to reside in this
heautiful hotel.  The Grand Hotel Bellagio was formerly
the luxurions Villa Frizzoni. It is erected in the modern
(vle with the most elegant fittings and may truly be call-
wil o modern model hotel. The large magnificent prome-
indes and eardens belonging to the hotel show off all
(he beauty of this blessed spot. There grow cedars. cy-
presses, plane-trees and all sorts of lovely flowers, I'rom
A\pril till November the visitors enjoy the most agrecable
life, and they get acquainted with the peculiar eustoms
pudd habits of the natives.
The streets of Bellagio are narrow and in picturesque
dsorder, as is the custom in Italy, but on the guay
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proprietor

L. Breitschmid,

Grand Hotel Bellagio:

Bellagio. 11

I'he Quay of Bellagio.

there are some mnice cafés and shops of all kinds of
wtieles in olive wood, corals, lava, shells, tortoise-shells
uid antiquities.  The natives are of Italian vivacity and
whoever is fond of popular life, often gets a chanee
of overhearing many an interesting conversation. He will
et to know these gondolieri, fishermen, Hower- girls,
md pedlars as smart people who are extremely fond of
musie like all their eountrymen. The unequalled pos
ition in the centre of the three parts of the lake makes
Bellagio prominent above all other places near the lake
of Como. On account of this exquisite position it has
often been ealled Constantinople in miniature and it has
deo been compared to the ecape of Misene and to the
Parthenopian shore of Portici. It is really beyond any
comparison, the lovely view of the Alps shining in their
padinant  whiteness across the azure blue waters of the
porthern golf, The mountainsg are those of the Valtellino
and  the Disgrazin with its majestic peak. They look
down from their lofty heights an the lake of Como, op-



12 Bellagio.

posing the severe climate of the north to the exuberant
scenery of the south. The different ever changing hues
and tints of light on the lake and the rich vegetation
make Bellagio appear to the Northerners like a vision
from another world. In the gardens you will find laurels,

A Street at Bellagio,

cypresses and myrtle growing, besides pine-trees, olean-
ders, camelias, magnolias, pomegranates, olive-trees, opuu-
tias, agaves, mimosas, aloes, cactus, juceas, trumpet
flowers, strawberry- and tea-shrubs, sugar-plants and palms,
oranges and lemons. In April and May when a great
many of these cver green plants are blooming, they fill
the air with their sweet fragrance, and Bellagio is veiled
in clouds of perfume.  Nobody is therefore surprised to

Villa Serballond, 13

g & great many people taking up their abode at the
eand Hotel where 30 parlours and 200 bedrooms offer
seeommodation for them, It opens in the beginning of
Muroh und closes in November. All want to enjoy this
dollghtiul  scenery  thoronghly and its big park offers
ool sueh attractions that everybody who once has
Vsltod It likes to come again. The park of the hotel
ait the slope of the promontory adjoins that of the villa
Sorhelloni which has lately become a ,Dependance of

Park and Geand Hotel Villa Serbelloni (L. Breitschmid, proprietor).

e Grand Hotel Bellagio.  If Bellagio does pass for the
gomi of the lake of Como. the Villa Serbelloni may be
ioly considered the jewel of Bellagio. Splendid zi
i paths lead to the hotel through the lovely park:#)
hieh afords a charming view of the lake, the resplendent
Magos on the shores and the mountains, and you will
hardly be aware of the quarter of an hour’s walk up hill.
e park of this villa might be taken for a teeming forest
ftted with seats on such spots where you will enjoy the

proftlost landseape. That place is really striking where

%) ANl persons not stopping at the Grand Hétel Bellagio are eharged
paoh thne 1 Feane admission



14 Villa Serbelloni

the ¢ye can overlook all the three parts of the lake, hut
there are also other spots from whenee the view  eithor
on the high mountains or the placid lake is indegd 8
splendid one.  Especially from a bow-window formed hy

Park of the Villa Serbelloni (L. Breitschmid, propr.).

codars and pine-trees, vou can rest vour eye on the
northern part of the lake. In the woody park there are
still the remains of an old ecastle, the abode of feudal
knights which was destroyed in the 14 th. eentury. Emerg
ing from a tunnel you will be rewarded by  the most
extensive view of the lake and mountains.,  You may
fancy yourself standing on a balcony and taking a hird's
eye view of the lake with its smiling seenery. Walking
among this southern-like vegetation vou reach the villa
above, from which you will sce the peninsula of Bellagio

Walks and rides. 15

with It villag, countryhouses, and hamlets, which al
fethor combine one of the most charming landscapes of
Hauly

Who was once struck with the happy idea to found
4 howe np here?  According to the saying, it was the
Miruls Stanga, and his daughter-in-law is said to have
st the lovers she grew tired of from a rock into the
Wbk This is a strange reminiseence in sight of this
lvely landseape, filling the mind with joy and rapture.
Phus Bellagio may be ealled a paradise. But it cannot
wily bonst of its own beauty, but also of the surronnding
Sunitry that invites us to lovely walks and drives on all
sidin.  Wo shall simply mention these here, referring the
poidor to the ,.Guide fo Excursions from Bellagio® (p. 19
e Durther details,

Uardons of the Villa Serbelloni (L. Breitsehmid, proy

Walks and rides.*

tnly o quarter of an hour’s easy walk or row brings
ue to the Villa Melzi (p. 19) on the lake, built in 1810—15
for the Doke Franceseco Melzi dErit, at present belonging
o the Duehess of Melzi. In a pretty chapel of the garden
b wortal remains are buried.  To the charms of a trop-
fenl vegetation, abounding in  oleanders and  ecamelias
bosutinl magnolias, pinetrees of Chili, arancarias and a
wront mnny other rare plants and shrubs, art is adding a

Uulde to Excursions from Bellagio* (p. I8 1, 1L
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Bellagio, Villa Serbelloni and Villa Melzi

yet greater attraction. In the
there is a painting of Comelli’s €
a kind of kiosk you will see an antique Ceres, on a litthe
elevation a bust of Alfieri. one of Dante, Napoleon et
The mansion itself containg some precions works of ant
in marble, and some oilpaintings.  The furniture is made
of myrtle-wood, The entrance-fee is 1 fr. for the park
and villa.

In another quarter of an hour you arrive at the
little village San Giovanni (p. 19) encireled by bloomin
gardens,  Here are the villas Besana, Trivulzi and Trottl
also worth while seeing on account of exquisite objects
of art. The chureh of San Giovanni is also famouns for
a painting of Ferrari. A very pleasant walk of a mile
and a half along the ridge of the mountain leads you ta

above-mentioned chapol
hrist being crncified, In

Santa Maria: Bellagio,

Walks and rides. 17
the N illa Giulia (p. 19, 20) overlooking the lake of Lecco.
Phose who prefer a row on the water will also get there
W almost the same time. The terraces are decorated
with the wost lovely flowers, especially camelias: the
Rrottus, fountains and trees, all make it one of the finest
Wedons of the lake of Como, The way leads from the
e Giulia to the Villa Belmonte whenee you enjoy &
Wity view of the rock of Serbelloni and the lake of
” ‘,m'rn

Villa Carlotta

A charming drive for the guests of Bellagio is
o Cadenabbia, a pretty companion to Bellagio. An
Aonie loads in a few minutes to the Villa Carlotta (for-

merly Sommariva: p. 25), the queen of Lario. Entrance
| frane.  Up broad steps ascending from the lake you
ronel the terrace before the mansion richly adorned by
Numerous valuable works of art are
The garden is laid out in terraces, and
Roses,

traplenl  plants,
stored "y here., .
s cortainly one of the finest on the lake of Como.
wyrtle and laurel avenues traverse it; the myrtle grows
b high troes, magnolias reach the height of 30 wm.
Lomons and orange-trees elose in like arhours above the
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walker, and enormous creepers elimbing from tree to trog
complete the rare beauty and tropical vegetation.

A still greater and more striking piece of scenery
vou will enjoy either on foot or in a carriage through
the romantie ravine of the Gorla, passing the capella i
Bimmfini, with a splendid view to Civenna with prett
retrospeets and outlooks on the lake. At the nice ('Inlrvi;
of this town yon ean overlook the whole lake of Leceo
and, above, the picturesquely rogged group of mountains
(p. 20). Whoever is fond of climbing, will gladly seize
the opportunity of ascending ,Monte di San Primo* (pag. 20)
where he will be amply rewarded by a striking view of
the seven lakes, the plain of Lombardy and the far off
city of Milan, The pretty villages of the lake of Come,
Como itself. Leceo, well known by Manzoni's Promessi
sposi, then the hilly comntry of the Brianza, all these
varions spots are so numerons that it wounld reguire more
than one sumwmer to enjoy them all (p. 19—30).

Bellagio is therefore not only a charming spot, it is
also the starting place for a great variety of trips by
which you will get acquainted with lovely landscapes as
well as works of art. They will encourage and urge you
to visit this blessed and bewitehing spot again and again,
ellagio! a bit of Paradise fallen fapm heaven upon
carth!  May there be a many who can testify to
the truth of this experience.

Park of the Villa Melzi.

Guide

to Excursions from Bellagio.

withewest of Bellagio, an avenue of plane trees leads in five minutes

\ 1o the elosed garden gate of the Villa Melzi, thenca tho street to the

. i, avound the villa, in 11 minutes, to the entrance (which can also
B ronohed by boat in 11 min) of the

Villa Melzl (sco page 15). Supplementing our deseription on page 15,

va, Vela, Albertolls,

e paluce contains some exeollent sculptures by (
o Marchesi and Thorwealdsen, nlso some ¢oloved works by Bossi;
Madouna by Luini and a portrait of Bonaparte by _dppiani,
e Viale San Giovanni leads on fi the Villa Melzi to the Villa

Foldl Poxroll (right) at present Trivalzio (see page 16), containing the

San Giovanni- Bellagio,

lonim of the last of the Gonzagas, a romnd Romanesque tower, and

plondid park; beginn at the hanlet Gugginte. Kast of the latter, to
fl modorn Mansolenm in the form of a ehurel tower.  Farther

(o e soith-west, the rond to San Glovanmis in the church below,
Inks v magnificent painting by Gawdensio Ferrari, hanging over

| aldidle altar, reprosenting the Savionr on elouds, surrounded by six
T with fmplements of torture, below St Panl, St Stephan, John

| Haptiat, 8t Peter and kueeling beliovers; a picture remarkable for
n painted in 1530,
¢ 16), byzantine
above which,

1 boautitnl grouplog of color, supposed to hiave be
o the loft of the charel s the Villa Trotti |
Mambiard sty Farther along the lake, Villa Robeeoki,
e Villn Frisoni and Yilla Besana, in the Pelasgian style, at the




20 Bollagio — Civenna. Monto 8, Primo. Piano del Tivano,

flight of steps, to the left, lined with c_\'pn.'aseu: and leading to
path through the mendows (pag. 20) and ending at the Villa @
belonging to Count Blome of Vienoa (Gardeuer 50 ets.; shown on Sumn
and holidays only). The profusion of Howers is remarkable (
cawelins, oleanders and hortousias),  Splendid view of the arm of o
lak 0. — The earriage road, leading back to Bellagio, aff

of Crosgalli Mt. — Ascending n few steps, bevond the Villa M'll(,’ .
alli

The -Hillside Park of the Villa Serbelloni.

full view of the hillside park of the Villa Grand Hotel Serbelloni, paxsing
the Villa Belmonte (p. 17). reached in 5 min. from whenee fine prospect,

Bellagio to Civenna (221, hirs, p. 18). Carriage road (Landauer
1615 8 hrs, to go and return.), This is one of the most enjovable promenasdos
in the vicinity of Bellagio, with splendid points of view, Passing (17 min.) the
Villa Giulia and along the wooded Garnasea (Ls hr) up to Gorla (300 m)
a farm, from which point the prospect of the eountry about Bellagio amd
the arm of the lake, opens magnificently to the view, in 10 min, the
Chapel Pianehitt, to the left (446 m), thenee turning to the right, to the
Fonlana ' Aequa, with refreshingly cool spring water, thenee, botween the
hills, in 20 min. to the last tura (left the Garnasea, to the right, the
Ferlo Valley and Monte Nuvolowe, facing which is the echain of the San
Primo); at the end of the ascent is the Plano di Guello (611 m) and threo
villages. From here along a mostly level path, wo reach in half an hour
Civenna, magnificently situated (611 m) above the Lake of Leeca and
opposite the craggy Grigne; the charms of which placo are enhancod
by the close proximity of the Madonna di Sommguerio and the
di Gorone. Interesting walk up the Piano Raneio (999 m) famons for its rich
vegetation; on the north side is the Pefra luna (Moon Rock) au ereatle
block, looming np romantically : on the south gide, the intermitting sonres
of the Lambro, la Menarestat. On descending we gain a gight of the Pletra
Lantina, & gigantie erratic block in the direction of the Valle del Perlo,

From Civenna, the ascent of the Monte San Primo (zee p. 18) ean
be made in 8 hours, over the Piano Rancio and the Torrabiotta Alp
(1415 m). On the summit is & stone signal: splendid view of Lake Comauo,
from Como to Torrigia, from Argegno to Gravedona, the Valle d'Intelvi
the Brianza, the Comer Mts. and the Alps. — (Guide from Bellagio u;;
Monte San Primo 10 lira, but not absolutely necessary).

Monte San Primo can also bo aseended from Messo (By steamer from
Bellagio 1—14, hrs)) if it ig desired to quickly reach the summit (4 hrs )
by a steep way, over Ermo, Vollesco, along the Valetta di Velleso and
the steep Costiera di Noga.

Via Nesso, in two hours, to the Piane del Tivano (1009 m). A good bridle
path leads over Erpo (1 br.; with 2 magnificont view of the sonthern extremity
of Lake Como) to Vellesco and Zelbio to the Osteria Vallossera, at the fool
of the Piano del Tivano, resembling a beautifully green carpet spread
out before the imposing heights, to the north of the San Primo, in the east,
the Tarbiga and the slopes of the Sormanno Valley, in the south, Monte
Braga di Cavallo. An hour and a half to the south west, the small bt
pretty Piano di Nesso, under the summits of the Palanzone and the Preaola,

— =

Bollagio — Erba — Leceo — Bellagio. Canzo. 21

Fraom Bellagio to Erba (about 30 km). A charming tour and one
I worth while making, either by earriage or on foot. From Bellagio
Clvennn (0 km) seo abovo; from here by a winding way of many
% o the Oratorio di Ghisallo (754 m), a chapel, from whenee,

wyir the brldge erossing the Lambro (12 km) to Magreglio (737 m)
Wew over the Ponte Campedello (682 m), passing the Castello di Barni
the tight, to Barai (14 km, 628 m; Refreshmonts). The Monto San
b van also be aseended from here in three hours From Bami,
sl waterfall on the left (15 km) over the Funte di Sasso (611 m),
o passing the Chureh of Sant’ Alessandro, lying somewhat higher and
Mug from the 8 th. century, and the cometery Lasnigos, on the left of
e vond, o Lasnigo (18 km; 569 m) five minutes to the left, Farther
W0t the vight, o little carringe road branches off into the idyllie Valle
W Swanne, enframed by mountains, from whenee 15 min, walk brings
W 10 the Ponte oscuro (430 m), where the Lambron, rushing down over a
sk, winds fosming under the natural bridge down into the busy

snufoturing place (2005 km) Asso (427 m; good inns) containing some

Ihabitants and a parish church with frescos by Coasnedi and altar-

wen by Ghiulio Campi. The road from Asso runs past a beauntiful water-
I (rlght alde) Vallategna, eontinuing on over Ville Teraa (Large silk
sidnning extablishments) to (22 km),

Uanso (387 m; Refreshments), the principal town of the Val Assina,
Witk 2000 Inhabitants, numerons villas, a theatre, and a promenade to
e Mermitage of San Miro, famons for it cordial Vespetro®: view in
it of the pyramidal Corni di Canzo. The ascent of the Corno di
Canno oocidentalo (1872 m), will bo found well worth the while. Proceeding
wver the earvinge road, the Alpe Prima and Alpe Seconda, we obtain,
aleendy at the foot of the Corno, a splendid view, over Lake Como, which
Yiew b wes more extonsive and magnificent as the traveler procecds.

Two roads lead from Canzo to Erba, both rich In pictaresque views;
s lending to the Lago Segrino (374 m) a lake rich in fish and pictures
yuletly situnted in the midst of lofty and thickly wooded mountains, on the
wout sl of which, we continue our way 20 km to Longone, thence
NG k) over the Malpensata Bridge, spanning the Lambro, mountain
panorama to Erba, 30 kilometers farther.

The other road from Canzo to Erba leads over the Molini Ravella
1o plotresguely  situated Caslino (427 m), from which point the ascent
1 ownde of the Colma di Palanzo (1391 m), the Monte Pulanxone, an
wepeoinlly fine trip (1435 m), with outlook tower, and the Hoechstta di
Cunling (W8 ). Procceoding from Caslino, on the west side of Castelmarte
Hill, wa have ahove us, at Castelmarte (400 m) a beantiful view, thenee
U km to Ponte Lambro (300 m), with many beaatiful villas From here
(08 ki) over Lexsa and Creeenna to (30 km,

Keba (322 1), o little town of 2000 sonls, picturesguely sitnated on
W, e the form of torraces, Splendid view over the Brinnza from
the Ville Amabia sitnated to the north-west. The place is famous for its
soenllod "Amarettit cakes.

From Erba baek to Bellagio. Either by the already mentioned
splond il ronds, affording on the return trip, the most charming points of
vlow, and that too incessantly, or one hour by rail (23 km) to 1
thenee by stoamer in 1--1/, to Bellagio, or from Lecco 40 min, by rs

Yolodo < Varenna, then ce in 40 min. by boat to Bellagio. Or from Erbain an
Wone by eadll (28 km) to Como, thenee by steamer in 21/, hrs, to Bellagio.

Vrom Erba via Leeco back to Bellagio, a beautiful tonr, especially
fur the teavelor who has already made the trip from Bellagio to Erba,
from Mrbin on foor or by earriage to Leceo, according as the first tonr
the opposite direction,

e rond from Erba leads through the charming Piano di Erba to the
ot boautiful lake of the Brianza, the Lago di Pusiano (260 m), with
Ja delightful ittle round island covered with eypresses to the village of

!l
'&tmﬂd view of Lake Como, finest point, at the highest tarm, Farther
1 .

.
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Pasiano (Refreshments) on the shore of the lake. On the east side of
the Take ix Bosisio, birthplace of the painter Appiani and the
Parini; over the pointed arched door of the house of the latter I8
interesting inseription in Italian. The church contains an altarpices b
Gawdensio Ferrari (1529). 5 km  farther, we ecome to Mojano, 6 d
Casletto, near the southern shore of Lago Pusiano, then Mollern (1 k L3
(giono (267 m), bhirthplace of Marco Oggiono, a pupil of Leonardo dy
Vinei, a large place on high gronnd above the south side of the
pictnresque Lago d’Annone, well stocked with fish (226 m) and almost
divided into two halves by the tongue of land Civata. Thence wo oome
to the village of Galbiate (370 m), splendidly sitnate |, with a view, feom
ong side of Lago di Garlate (370.m) and the mountains around Loeoo,
on the other hand, of the za.  From Galbiate the aseent of Monte
Barro (922 m) ean be made in an bour and a half. At Civate, 17 ki
distant (2060 m). a place on the north-west shore of Lago Annone, we
again have a charming landscape, e¢nhanced in pictnresqueness by the
little monntain elmreh, San Pietro (652 m) founded by the'Longobards, and

Leceo,

the Jaggeld Monte Resegnone (1878 m) one of the most favorite mountains of
Lombardy, with grand panoramic view. Near Civate is the wilidly romantie
Valle dell’ Oro, with waterfall. We now provecd 1) km to Valmadrers
(220 m) with the rich chureh of Sant’ Anfonin, with frescos by Sabatelli
and Casnedi; feom hie as woll as from Canzo (see page 21 ) the ascent
of the Corne di Canzo ean be made. From here (28 km), over the Adda to.
Leeco, at the sonth-east extromity of an arm of Lake Como, and
bearing the snme name, a busy industrial town of 8000 juhabitants,
splondidly and picturesquely situated in the form of an amphithentre,
aseending from the shore of tho lake and surrounded on three sides by
three gronps of rock-faced walls. In the Piazza is 8 monument to
Garibaldi and one to Alessandro Manzoni, the celebrated Milanese poet,
)}'lm died in 1 reliefs represent seenos from the poet’s famons novel
I Promessi 5l . Both monuments » the work of Confalonieri.
A chamuing exenrsion is from Bellagio via Leceo to Bergamo (by
rail from Leeco in 11/, hrs), a town of 44200 inhabitants. Bergamo
s famons for having been the residenes of the Tasso family, which gave
the city the fathor of the great poet. Homado, born In 1492, himself #
poet and  from whom wa ended the founder of the German postal
svatem of Thurn and Taris. 'The genial composcer Donizetti, whose
operas are so well known, was born here in 1797, Bergamo is also the
birthplace of the celebrated painters Giovanbattista Moroni, Palma il

Borgamo, Bellano — Monte 8. Defendente.  Taceno. 23

Voeehlo, Cariani, Lorenzo Lotto and Previtali. Few cities afford
Witk tholr surronndings such a picturesque aspect as Bergamo, with its
Jafily sltuated Cittic alta, so picturesquely lying on the summit of the
wonninin and surrounded by the buildings of the stately new town; the
Wountain valleys in the north slso affording many charms of nature and
Wit e the Churel of Sant’ Alessandro in Colonna, the inside of which
has boen finoly restored, an Ascension of the Virgin by Girol. Romanino ;
a0 the hlgh altar of San Bartolommeo, Enthroned Madonna and ten
sainin by Loreneo Lotto; in the church of Samto Spirito, with rich and
wlussle lutorlor decorntion in the style of the early Renaissance, is an
peonllont  altarpicce by Lorenzo Lotto, Previtali Caversegno, Ambrogio
Povgogrone ond Seipione Piaxxa; San Bernardino und Sant” Andrea also
pantaln remarksble paintings by Lorengo Lotto, Moretto and Previfali; in the
Cathodreal, o Madonna with two doves by Giovanni Bellini: in Santa
Marin Maggiore, the external architocture of the choir and north portal
of whieh is in the richezt Romanic style, is a splendid choir stall work,
Ihuinett's Sepulehral monument ; in the Capella Colleoni the Monument
o Meden Colleond, of Carrara marble, one of the finest sepulehral monu-
Weente Ao Ttaly, and the Monument of Bartolommeo Colleoni, =till richor
i that of Medea, tico sarcophagi, the cquestrian statue of Lartolommes,
bislilon other works of art and decorative splendor, The Aceademia
Uarrars containg & famous collection of paintings, among wiich some first
Cles works by Raphael, S, Sebastiano: Bernardino Luini. Adoration of
the Shopherds; Palma Veechio, Madonna with John the Baptist and Mada-
Jene s Andrea Mantegna: Madonna (Tempera); Titian (Moretto 7): Christ
bonring the Cross; Loremzo Lotto: Madonna interrupted jn reading,
Tookingbnek, Christ Child and St Joseph; Garofalo: Madonna, St Rochus.
i, Bebastinn and wany other excellent works of the masters named, as
wall nn flest class works by Gaudensio Ferrari, Velasquex, ures Bordons,
Nopols, Lionardo da Vinei, Givvanni Bellini, Previtali, G B. Moroni, Cariani,
Meswandio Alori, Zenale, Ghislandi, Bartol. Montagna, Boltraffio, Antonello da
Meswina, Basaiti, Dosso Dogsi and others. — The Broletto ( Palaxxo Veechio),
cuntatning the Publie Library of 100,000 volumes, is remarkable: before the
Ieft volwmn of the portico is the Statue of Torquato Tusso. — The Piazza
Garibaldl, In the upper town, Is a characteristic feature, — Splendid walk
fromm the Parte S, Ghaeono to the Porta Sant' Aleszandrm, passing San Gottardo
and o the right of the old Castello, to Paseolo dei Tedeschi nnd to Piegna.

Vrom Bellagio to Bellano and up Monte San Defendente (1515 ). By
stonmer In 46 min. from Bellagio to Bellano, a town of 3000 inhabitants,
Wirthplues of the poet (M"Cadota dei Longobardi®, 1600) and the phy<ieian
Siginmondo Boldond and the poet Tommaso Grossi (died in 1853), the anthor of
“Marea Viseonti, "Ulrico ¢ Lida* ete. to whom a statue by Tantardini was
“rosted in 1870, near the landing stage. Bellano was formerly the sunumoer
realdonee of the areh-bishops of Milan.  The Cathedral, in the Lomhard
sy e of architecture, dating from 1348 contains frescos of the school of
Lk e Orrido di Bellano (see below), an indastrial plant for silk working,
woollen and other mills, is well worth seeing, From Bellano we procood
Iy 0 vory oasy beidle path, via Gisazio and Bologna: picturesque view of the
Tinsin of Nollagio and the Tremezzina; 24/, hrs. (A day’s tour from Bellagio.)

From Rellano in 2, hre to the Miweral Bath Tartavalle: bridle
path vin Bonzeno, on the left hank of the Pioverna, to Madonna del Mort-
ane L1056 mi, thenee down to the bridge, from which fine prospeect, over
the Plovernn, botwenn Tartavale and Taceno (507 m; see paze 24), the
st principal town of the Vaisassina, where the Pioverna Ravine begins
and whieh terminates in the Orrita di Bellano (see above),

From Bellano in 2, hirs. o Margno, bridle path over Ombriago (Charm-
W Inke panarama), Vendrogno (721 m) and [resio, proveeding on a level
tond over the Ployverna Valley: at a sudden turn, a magnificent view of
Maryno, pleturesquely situnted. From Margno (Albergo), carriage road to Fal
[ATRT Val Varrone to Promana (981 m; good Osteria), one of the highest
shumtesd parishos of the Valsassina with 1200 inhabitants (sec page 24)
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From Taceno (see page 23; good Albergo and good Osteria) u
Monte di Muggio (1755 m) in 81, hrs.: bridle path to Narro (1067 m), tonlpltg
to the Alps Mombasso, Gumello (1503 m) and Ciard (1620 m); the mountain
abounds in rich and luxuriant vegetation and affords a grand view of the
surrounding mountains and Lake Como. (A day’s tour from Bellaglo)

The Yalsassina Is one of the more distant excursions from Bellagio,
but a very benutiful one. From Taceno (see above) a 30 km carviage
road leads through this interesting valley to Lecco. — Cortenova, 6 km
is first reached (468 m; good albergo) lying at the foot of the mighty
Grigna Settentrionale (see below), 10 kw farther. Primaluna (530 m),
from whence the Monte d'(liino i= ascended in 3 hours (1780 m), next
comes the bridge over the Troggis, where In & wildly romantie ravine,
one of the most heantiful waterfalls of the Alps, the Paradiso dei Cani,
rushes down a height of 200 m. Then follows (13 km) Introbbio (600 m}
good albergo) the chief town of the valley with 1000 inhabitants; starting
point for numerons mountain tours (good guides): Forcella di Cedrino (1712 m);
Monte Chinvello (1832 m); Cima di Came (2085 m); Biandino (1580 m); Pizso
dei tre Signori (2564 m); fine panorama; the bonndary lines of the pro-
vinees of Como, Burgamo and Sondrio meet on the latter mountsing the
former frontiers of the Duchy of Milan, and the Republics of Veniee and
Graublinden, whenee the name, "tre Sigonoriv, 20 kmn farther on we come
to the green plain of Balisio (723 m; Ostoria). the highest polnt of the
overlooked by the picturesqune and sharply pointed Pixzo di Gorio
(1166 m) at the foot of which flows the Pimerna,.with its source near by,
One hour's walk to the east is the hamlet of Maggio (768 m), from whenee
the Zueeo di Desio (1665 m) ean be ascended in 21, brs. Now comes
a wildly romantic narrow pass, the triassic dolomite rocks of which form
phantastie towers and castles, after which, proceeding nlong green meadows
we come (25 km) to Ballabio (two Osterias), w.th lead and Iron mines,
From Ballabio superiore, the ascent of Monte Campione or Grigna meridio-
nale, is made in 4 hrs (2184 m), Just beyond Ballabio the Valsnssina
ends, rich in iron works and delicions honey. Now over the Pusso della
Merla (565 m) 26 km down to Laorca (430 m; several Osterias), with a beantiful
sialactite grotto, 10 8, Giovanni alla Castagna; in the chureh of which
place is an excellent altarpiece. Descent from the Cross by Civerchio,
15895 thence 28 km to Castollo sopra Leceo and Leeeo itself.

From Bellagio to Regoledo (457 m). Water cure cstablishment; A
perfect Paradise, abounding in olive, peach, almond, mulberry trees and
vineyarids, much frequented by the Milanese a istocracy. In half an
honr by steamer from Bellagio to Giffano, thence np by carriage or
mule, (2 L) in balf an hour to Regoledo,

Bellagio to Varenna, Esino Valley and up the GrignaSettentrionale.
From Bellagio in half an hour by stéamer, or one hounr by boat, to Fa-
revina; & half hour's elimb brings us to the Castle ruing, Torre di Vezio:
in the village church of Vevio, freseos of the 14th and 15th centuries, A
quarter of an hour to the south of Varenna is the Fiume Latte (Milk
Brook), beautiful in the spring. — In 2!/, irs. we reach Esino (910 m;
albergo not dear) via flogolo and Porledo (107 m; Fossil fishes of the
Triasssle Period in the neighboring stone quarries) to Esino-Inferiore
(5 min. from which place are some interesting Earth Pyramids), Between
Esino Inferlore and Saperiore is 8 very good Albergo; splendid view in
all directions from the charch near by, (From Esino to hut 4, a guide is
desirable; charge 7 lira to the summit), Tohe Esino Valley, one of the
most beautitul of montain valleys, on Lake Como, is most picturesquoly
surrounded by mountains, ealled as follows: San Defescdents (See p. 23),
Zueen di Lescen, Sasso Matlolinoe (1667 m), Cainallo (1518 m), Monte Croes
(1781 m), Cima di Pellaggia (1540 w; the latter very often ascended, an easy
tour of 21/, hra)) and Cima o Ortanella (1020 m; 2 o hrs, good road)
Over the Prati d' Agneglio (1146 m), a beauntiful way to Tartavalle (See p. 28). —
From Esino an ascent of the Grigna Settentrionale in fonr hours (2410 m;
see above), At the top of which mountain, one of the finest panornmie views

Mandollo — Grigna Settentrionale. Monte 8. Martinoe. V. Carlotta, 25

winr Lake Come, the Plains of Lombardy and Piedmont, the Alps before
Horgamo, Monte della Dizgrazia, the Comasques, the mountains of the
Tlolno and Novara, besides the immense Alpine elsin from Monte Viso
1 the Ortler, the Monte Rosa group being especially beauntiful, thence ns
far as the distant Apennines. — The aseent is made over the Cainalio
Ap (1420 w), thenee through an extensive amphitheatre of rocky pyra-
m{:‘l (I'Ometto, il Frate and others) w the Bochetla di Frada (1616 m),
e Moneodine Alp (1617 m, near which, an ice grotto), thenco in threo
e 1o the Rifugio del Club Alpino Ttaliano (1808 m; Key of the hat to
e bl of the Sindsco of Esino); thence to the precipitous wall of the
Glgnn, up through the bed of a river to the ridge, between the Pizzo
dolls Plove (2187 m) and the summit of the Grigna.

Two foot-paths, laid out by the Italian Alpine Club, lead up to the
st of the Grigna Settentrionale in 7 hours (good guides) from Mandello
ui Lnke Locco (1 hr, by steamer from Bellagio), We have the choice of
Iwa routes; either over Santa Maria, Ponte d'Era, Fontana Alp and
Haltello del Relece, or over Rongio and Chignene. — For veteran tonrists,
thure are also other numerous mountain cliwbs from Mandello or Ton-
i, vie, Monto Croee (p. 24), Céma di Pellaggia (p. 24). Sasso ei Car-
Smnnrd (2167 m), Grigna meridionale (p. 21). Above Mandello is the wildly
tomnntle Val Neria, enframed in jagged rocks.

Noar Mandello is the Station Abbadia. Between Abbadia and Man-
della, o the green slope of the Zueco del Pertusio (1671 m; the summit
ol whieh s surrounded by deolomite rocks) arce the picturesque hamlets
of Magglann, Lombrino, Crebbio and Linzanico.

Monte San Martino (1474 m) is often ascended in § hrs, from Abbadia
wyver Borbino, Navegno Alp, Capella Santa Maria dei Campelli and the farm
ol Pondoling, (Fine view of Lake Lecco, the Brianza and the plaing of
Lismbardy,

Villa Carlotta,
The Western Shore of Lake Como,
opposite Bellagio.

F | Yie Yilla Carlotta, near Cadenabbia iz, perpaps, the.finest point on
Lnko Como, filled as it is with works of art and its incomparably
hoenutiful park (Ses p. 17). (Opposite Bellagio and reached in

B wiln, by bont, or in 10 min, steamer),

e palaco was built in 1747 by the Marquis of Clerici, coming into
prosseanion of Connt Sommariva in 1802, In 1843 the villa was purchased by
o Prinvess Albrecht of Prussin for the sum of 540,000 marks, who gave it
e nme of her danghter the Princess Charlotte, Duchess of Saxe-Meiningen,
who died In 1855, and at present belongs to the Duke of Saxe-Meiningen.

Ihe  Marblo  Hall contains a  Frieze Relief by Thorwaldsen,
Alexander's Entry into Babylon, 1.17 m high, 85 m long, modelled in
plaster by order of Napoleon I, and after his fall, executed in marble by
srder of Nommariva, at an expouse of 285,720 marks. Alexander in a
tiehly decorated chariot lead by a goddes of Victory, is the central




26, Villa Carlotta. Majolien—Madonna di 8. Martino,  T'remezzo,

Villa Carlonta

fignre: then armor bearers, his favorite charger Bneepha'os, followed by
his generals and warriors, an elephant loaded with trophies, and Darins
as x eaptive czeorted by Macodonian soldiers. A fisherman is sitt on
the bank of the river, goods offered for sale in the market-place, bhringing
tribute. herd boy is driving a floek of sheep towards the ruler, and
the peopl gitts of Hons, panthers and horses, await him. Altars
are in pro . tion, and the children of the eity arve =ent to greet
the hero, whose chariot is stopped by the goddess of peaco. At one end,
Count Sommariva and Thorwaldsen are stunding under o palm tree. A
magnificont work, conceived in the very spivit of the antique.

In the middle of the bhall: Venos and Mars by Aeguizfd (diod in 1824);
on each side, beautiful works by Chanora: Palinedes, Repentant Magda-
Jone, Amor and Psvelie®), busts of Paris and Venus, also an Amor feeding
doves (p. 200 by Diepaimd. Porteait bnst of Count Sommariva.  In the
riden hall, to the right: A marble chimney-picee with friese by Thor-
ldzen; Foast of Bacehus; on the wallg, bas-reliefs, models of Arco
v Pace, Milan; Herenles and Minerva by Paeetfy : istory and Poetry
Avqpuaste,  Fntry i cis L into Vienna, by the samn artist; two
models by Capora, Terpsichors and Magdalen and hrother and sister
and a portealt bust by Miller, In the garden hall, to the left: Hayes
moeo and Julict; Lordon, Dying Attila and other works.

From Majoliea (5 min, from Cadenabbia) o somewhat steep path leads
np to the roek, o Sasso i San Martino, through (friante, passing the
Clinpel of St Hoseo, to the church of Madonna di San Martino (17, brs.:
270 m above the level of the sea), from whonee, s splondid view of both
arms of the lake. Monfe Crovione (p. 200 3§ higher and to the west,

From Tremezzo (10 min, to the south: g Albor cheap) forming
a continuation of Cadenabbia, 1wl up to which a pleasant and shady
wayv, along the shore of the Inke, leals, wo have, in the midst of Inxurions
vegetation of the Tremeazina, o charming view of Bellagio and its environs
the enstern Comaggue and Vallassin Alps, Seve villas; Visconti di
Ornavasco, Boliviano, Mack; on a spur of the moantain stands the church
of San Lorenxo; Villa Albertoni; Villa Busea or (wiete, containing modern

#) Copy; the original is in the Lonyre.

Lonne, Monte Galh Campo. Madonna del Soceorso, 29

paintings. Above dxzano, the following station, are several picturesquely
d hamlets and on a level with Monte degli Stampi, with petrifactions,
wre,

(Yy hr by steamer from Bellag

1 hr. by beat) lies in a

¢ vove with o very picturesqune h.uk'(n und. Next to the ehureh
a

dour s n Roman gravestone and under the el an

ir , subte
wal struetire with eippoline columns and OId-Christian fnscripti

ns, dnting

from 652 and b5 AL D, Near the chureh is an octagonal baptistry with
% font dating from the 1tth centary. At the foot of the massive and

bnre Girosgalll Mis, opposite Lenno, is an extensive Grotto, wade famons
by Pleogei's novel, ealled il Bueo de’ Carpi, where there are many earp.

From Lenno the ascent of Monte Galbiga (1 w) s maude in
Loy ieny over Masnate, Acquafredda, Noeco and Monts di Lenn from

Garden of the Villa Carlotta

et magnificent panoramie view of Lakes Como and Lugano, 1
il bore o the Wallis Alps, similar to the prospeet from Monte Generoso,
vnr Lenno, it a cove of the wooded peninsula, ealled @ Dosso di
to the right, is the rod Villa Delmati, where the Villa Comedia,
| g to Pliny the Yonuger, is said to have st
O the extromity of the tongue of land, Punta di Inlf/mu:rlln is the Villa
Avonnnt) (vikitors admitted . This is the u-u(ln'rn ond of the
Ao the other side of the peninsala, to the west, in the ¢
A feom Bellagio by steamer in 2/, hrs.) in picturesque surroundings,
\ I the Pllgeimage Church Madonna del Soccorso (413 m), a Mt of Cal-
A plondid view (refreshments at the sexton’s), 15 chapels, some of which
il good frescos, among others; the Dispute of the Doectors by Agostina
Nilva some plastic works, Near by is the pretty wate oefall Perlana.
Frowm Cnpo, Monte Galbiga (see above) ean bo ascendeid over Madonna

Aol Mooeorso and the former monastery of St Benedetto (11th, Cent.),




28 Sala, Isola Comacina. Val d'Intelvi. Bueeo del Orso,

Near Campo, tho hamlets Spurano, with church of San Giacomo (Gth
Cent), the tower of which has a Jow, tentlike roof, and Ospedaletto doi
v with a st looking Gothie tower,

short distanee, to the woest, Sala, inhabited by fishermen, with
w villas, among whi Ville DBecoarin, the former residence of Cesare
seeariz (born at Milan the opponent of the misuse and abuses of
eriminal law, a statue of whom has been ereetod on the Pinzza
at Milan. High above Sala we the ruins of Ossweio Castle, OW
paintings on the Sa' getation here is entirely tropies

Vo church,
well as on the Isola Comacina opposite,

Lake Como and Isoln Comieini,

Isola Comacina with remains of old fortifications and the Tittle
Church of San Giovanns. In this place a gener
remained bosieged until 590 and d4id not quit
months' sieg Duke Gandolf of 1
Jiere in 685, the latter strongly
Ansprand the little ins

al of the Byzantines

1 field until after a six
rgamo and King Cunibert took refoge
fying the island, After the fight of
ar town was destroyed, Muoch later, in the
family of King Berangarius took refuge here, but wore after
expelled by the neighboring inhabitants, loyal to the Emperor, for which
deed their taxes were remitted them, In the wars of 1118 and 1127 the
island was again laid waste by the inhabitants of Como
Above neighboring Colonno, is the Camopgic Walerfall,
among olive trees, although the supply of water often gives on
From Argegno (from Bellagio in one hour and five wmin, br
from Tremezzo along the 1
pleturesquo and o

down

ke) a earrlage road mns thros 3
tonsive and fraitiul Val d'lntelvi lirs.) wssing the
little churel of San Sisindo (fine view) in %/, hrs, we reach Ihizxa
the left, cone-shaped Monte San Zeno, behind whieh, tl

w0 o

¢ Sasso Goridona
1430 m). Then, passing two hamlets, to San Fedele (769 m) at the foot
of Monte Leowia, thence to the left, in 21, hres. to Paraviso (800 m),
sulphur bath, thence in 31 to Lanzo o Infalei (820 m 20 min, farther
is & good hotel and a splen prospect of Lake Lugano,

From Brienno, with its splendid and numerous lanrel torraces (11 hrs,
from Bellagio by stenmer) in two hours to the stalaetite cave Bueco del
Orso m) in Jura chalk eliff.  Then & second cave, th little lakes
and a babbling brook Many bones of the antediluvian eave bear
(Ursus Spelarws) have heon discovered in the elay strata

The heautiful stroteh of conntry from Men
is called the Tremezzing (in n more restr
Tromezzo) and is rightly e
The mountain group of the (
groumdl to the bLright and fe

gio to Punta di Lavedo
1 sense, from Griante to
d the "Garden of Lombardy® (see p. 8).
fone forms n sharply contrasting back-
shores of the iake,

Menaggio, Villa Vigoni. Cima Ian Gronn, Monte Crocione. 20

Ingio, to the north-west (10 min, by steamer, half an hour
v of Menaggio (Railway Station of the [

In front of the old Chureh of Sanfa Mara, next to the
Roman gravestone of Minicin privst of Titns, Military
Feibune, Dunmvir ete, Stoppani and Castelll-Pozzesi Palaces. Magoifiecent
prospeet over the Iske from the loftily sitv L Castello, 1/, b to the

th of Menaggio, close to the lake, is the castlelike Palle Myfius. V2 e
to the north-west Loveno (good Ostering: the churel contains puintings
of Luini's school; above [

rlessa-

chureh is the celebrated Villa Mylins, at

present Yills Vigoni (Gardener 1 L) containing some good yderi
wlptures: David by Manfreding, Ruth by Imbhiof, Eva by Barusxi, Jesus

| Moredeesi Mausolonm of  Juliug  Myli

Numesls in

w with refiefs a zplendid
followed by two avenging genii with swords and
wrawn of victory, by Thorwaddson ; Doeath of Juling Mylius, by Marchesi
I the Garden Hall: Widow Vigonl, former wife of Julins Mylins,
vith hor childron, by Argentd, From
the garden above the villa a splendid

lew of the three arms of the lake

Vubvnding stiil farther we ¢ W to the
G Casino Massimo d'Azeglios
' Chatbanen) containing  paintings
by the statesman and literary savant,

ho diod in 186G
hin bost novel,VE
Villa  Garovog!

and who wrote here

tore Fiernmosea',
has n o excellent
Hotanlenl Garden, In Cardano, west
thoveno, the Villa Galbiati, contain-
nogronp by Capolli, 'Clemenza
Fio” nodd sopuleral monament with

the augel of the resurrecti
|

on by

Tantarding the north-we over
Menngglo, the Cima la Grona | TTIN
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30 Como,

Excursion from Bellagio to Como and Brunate, made in one day
Como, the birthplace of Pliny the Younger and Volta, Episcopal See, and
engaged extensively in the silk manofacture, is situated at the sonth-west
extremity of Lako Come, forming as it does an amphitheatre and sur-
rounded by fertile hills. — The Cathedral, one of the finest specimens
of the kind in Upper Italy, was beguan in 1386, a fine example of the pure
hie, was enlarged in 1498—1513 and continned in the bhest early Ro-
naissance style, The Choir was finally begun in 1510 and finished in
1519 and suee ing vears, in the bigh Repaissance, Both transept and
choir are the finest structures of the kind in Italy. The fagade, with
civeular areh poreh, pointed avched windows and rieh rose window, is
adorned with statue niches in the wall colmmng and reliefs in the arch
niches, Right and left of the middie portal, in wonderfully beautiful
and splendidly ormamented niches, are the celbrated Statues of the two
Plinies, in a sitting posture.  The Caryatides Consoles, underneath the
niches with the liitle reliefs, so real and fresh in their appearance, are
espeeially beautifuls all in the Roman antique. The south portal, begun
by Lramante in 1491, is of great decorative value; the north portal, by the
Nodari brothers, has an exquisite frioze, angels playing on musieal in-
striments and splendid reliefs. — The Interior of the Cathedral (8T m
in length, 36 m, ine, the Chapels, 58 m in width) somewhat resembles the
Certosa Jdi Pavia, although much grander, the immense space of the old
Gothie stencture exercising an overwhelming effect on the bheholder;
transept and Choir, in Rennissance style, porfeetly harmonize with the
rest of the edifice. The octagonal dome was not finished until 17603 the
vaulting was decorated in the splendor of modern style in I8 The
following are worthy of special notice: Allar with senlptures by 7% Rodari,
the medadion heads on the predelln, the Door by the Rodaris, splendidly
ornamentod, on the lintel, tritons cte then the Altar of Sant’ Abondio
(14903, o work of rare beauty and importanece, entirely of earved wood
gilded, and embellished by fine figures of 8. Abondio, the lonna, St. Se-
bastinn ot al. The Teompers Painting Gaudenzio Terrari: Fiight into Egvpt;
Lutint: Adoration of the Magi (Tempera) and Luini's Madonna; Marble
Statue of St Sebastian; Luied: Birth of Christ a4 composition

ated when the o v was at bhis best, about 15 Gaudensio Ferrari:
Marriage of the Virgin Mary (Tempoera); also the I)uor of the Alte poreh, on
the Via Pretoria, with rich sculptur heantiful scones from childbood ete.

Other !llhts are: The Gothie Peoletto (Town hall near the Cathedral);
the Basili San Fedele; the beaatifully restored Chureh of St. Abondio,
Lombard style: the Campo Santo amd the Torre Baradello. (151
above the sea-lovel), said to have formed part of a fortified castle of
King Luitpraud, The Emperor Barl ssiwith his spouse are
have tarried h Splendid prospeet over the plains of Lombs
Briauza, town aud harhor of Como and the sarronnding monntains.

To Bruante (753100 Funicular Railway, 10 min. from the steambont
landing, Trains every half hour, ascent in 20 min. at the top (good
hotels) a splendid and comprelensive panormmie view over the plains
of Lombardy as far ns Milan, the Alps as far as Monte Rosa,
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